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and	 its	 responsibilities,	 22nd	 February	 1882.	 Ministry	 of	 Public	 Works.	 Archival	 Document,	 file	 number	
6/2/A	Public	Works	(Archival	Code:	0075-035967.)	Cairo:The	National	Centre	for	Archival	Documents.	
39	Ibid.	
40	 As	 described	 by	 elderly	 members	 (R1	 &	 R4),	 during	 the	 1930s	 and	 1940s,	 people	 were	 arranging	
festivities	 and	 parties	 in	 the	 public	 spaces	 freely	 and	 without	 intervention	 of	 the	 authorities.	 The	 brief	
records	of	Stanley	Lane-Poole	about	the	 life	 in	 the	hawari	of	old	city	confirm	this	proposition	that	social	
















































1920,	 where	 Mahfouz	 lived	 out	 his	 childhood.	 Therefore	 his	 novels	 about	 old	 Cairo	 are	 considered	 as	
documentation	of	real	life	of	the	time,	especially	in	Gammaliyyah	where	al-Darb	al-Asfar	lies.	
59	Mahfouz,	Palace	Walk.	p1		
60	Mahfouz,	Khabaya	al-Qahira	(Mysteries	of	Cairo).		
